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him, for          would hear piteous cries of pain

and resounding cracks of the lash. The women
of the village had so lively a sympathy for this
iorrible treatment of the young foreigner that
they finally begged the mayor to take steps. He
wrote the Stranger a letter in which he re-
proached him in strong terms for this rough
treatment of his nephew; and threatened ^ if such
scenes continuedj to take the young man under
his own special protection.

But who was more astonished than the mayor
when he saw the Stranger himself calling upon
him, for the first time in ten years. The old
gentleman explained Ms actions as being the
particular orders of tie young man's parents
who had instructed him to bring up the youth.
He was otherwise a clever and Industrious fel-
low (so the uncle declared), but he found lan-
guages exceedingly difficult. The old gentleman
was keenly anxious that his nephew should learn
Germaa speedily in order that he might have the
pleasure of Introducing him to the society of
Grunwiesel, and lie learned so slowly that often
one could do nothing better than give him a
thorough thrashing. The mayor was completely
by          confidences. He advised the old

gentleman to act with moderation; and used to
say of an evening in the tavern that he hail rarely
so cultivated and pleasant a man as the